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and converter Performax International has 
announced it will soon take delivery of the first 
of many Camaros it plans to sell in RHD guise 
with full Australian Design Rule compliance.

Sunshine Coast-based Performax, which 
describes itself as Australia’s leading importer 
and converter of US-built cars and sports 
trucks, said it expects to complete conversion 
and compliance work on the first RHD Camaro 
coupe by the end of this year, when it hopes to 
become the first to offer the Camaro for sale 
in Australia.

The first example – a flagship SS variant 

complete with 317kW LS3 6.2-litre Chev 
V8 and a six-speed manual transmission – 
is expected to arrive here within weeks and 
will be the first of many brand-new Camaros 
imported here.

Performax general manager Nicholas 
Vandenberg said that, since its launch in the 
US, the Camaro had received nothing but 
great reviews for its performance, handling 
and design.

“It’s a fabulous car and we were lucky to get 
one so soon,” he said.

Mr Vandenberg said all Performax Camaros 

would come ready for registration, with full 
ADR compliance, a factory warranty and a 
“competitive” pricetag.

GoAuto understands Performax will not be 
in a position to finalise RHD Camaro pricing 
until the conversion process is complete, but 
comparable conversion projects typically cost 
between $30,000 and $35,000 – on top of the 
SS model’s circa-$US40,000 sticker price, plus 
shipping, import duty and compliance costs.

So expect to pay well in excess of $100,000 
for the top-shelf Camaro in Australia, making 
it far more expensive than the priciest of HSV’s 

mechanically-similar sedans.
With a healthier dose of exclusivity and 

a sleeker two-door bodyshell that wears a 
Chevrolet bow-tie badge, however, GM’s 
answer to the equally iconic Ford Mustang 
and Dodge Challenger is likely to attract 
more demand in Australia than Performax can 
satisfy.

“We expect extremely strong demand for 
the Camaro in Australia,” said Mr Vandenberg, 
who said other Camaro variants would also 
become available here.

Just 100 (LHD) Camaros will be sold in 
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luxury, at your fingertips....

We offer a FREE service displaying the most popular luxury makes & models  
through a select group of authorised prestige car dealers Australia wide.

Make an informed decision, with access to current pricing, optional extras, 
Government charges, technical specifications, detailed features, finance,  

insurance & industry leading editorials on a range of luxury cars.

experience a unique new car buying service

the UK to keep numbers below 
the threshold for type-approval 
regulations. The Camaro SS 
coupe will go on sale in the UK 
from 2011 priced around £35,000 
($A71,400).

In the US, the entry-level 2010 
Camaro LS coupe, powered 
by a 227kW 3.6-litre V6, is 
now available from $US23,040 
($A28,900) plus taxes, registration 
and dealer fees. The SS starts from 
$US31,040 ($A38,900), with the 
(300kW) six-speed auto versions 
costing a further $US2000.

GM said it received more than 
10,000 advance orders for the 
hard-top Camaro in the US before 
it entered production.

Chevrolet will release a top-shelf 
Z-28 variant of the 2010 Camaro 
coupe later this year in the US as a 
direct rival for the Challenger SRT8. 
It will be powered by a supercharged 
V8 from the Cadillac CTS-V that 
delivers more than 400kW.

Mr Vandenberg said he 

expected efficient conversion and 
compliance turn-around times 
because of Performax’s experience 
with government requirements 
and its industry-leading computer-
aided design and engineering 
facilities.

“After 20 years’ experience and 
thousands of conversions, we are 
able to do this work faster than 
anyone else, and to the highest 
engineering standards,” he said.

“Also, we have recently 
introduced high-tech equipment 
that enables us to produce injection-
moulded plastic components such 
as dashboards, air-conditioning 
ducting, consoles, switch panels 
and other interior components 
to factory-original standards of 
appearance and precision.”

Performax says it will keep 
potential buyers and enthusiasts 
informed of the conversion progress 
with regular updates and photos 
on its dedicated Camaro website, 
www.performaxint.com.au.

Throbbin’ Hood: Korean-born Camaro 
designer Sangyup Lee’s sketches set the 
tone for the car’s aggressive pony car style.




