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High way to Heaven: Interior improvements 
include seat height adjustment.

latest Mazda roadster has a somewhat slicker and 
easier feel, with instantaneous turn-in and that 
same natural fluid motion for which it is loved.

Lift-off mid-corner and the MX-5 will lighten 
up behind you, and then let go if the DSC 
stability control is extinguished, but catching 
the car again is simply a matter of alert driver 
reaction. Having the DSC switched on will 
keep all four wheels planted constantly.

The ride quality, too, is outstanding for 
a tool as sharp as this, while new gearbox 
coating techniques mean the six-speed manual 
gearbox – perhaps a tad notchy in the outgoing 
model – is more smooth and progressive.

The automatic model’s paddle shifts, 

which allow for manual-style sequential-shift 
changes, can now be used without the driver 
having to slot the lever into manual-shift 
mode beforehand, thereby improving their 
intuitiveness of operation.

Indeed, as all models have before the latest 
update, driver and vehicle meld into one after 
a while, and when this happens the words 
‘magic’ and ‘Mazda’ also come together.

On the Victorian country roads that played 
host to the revised MX-5 media launch, we 
could not really ascertain if the sound-deadening 
measures have had much effect, although driving 
with the retractable hard-top raised did induce a 
tiresomely loud drone on coarse blacktop.
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luxury, at your fingertips....

We offer a FREE service displaying the most popular luxury makes & models  
through a select group of authorised prestige car dealers Australia wide.

Make an informed decision, with access to current pricing, optional extras, 
Government charges, technical specifications, detailed features, finance,  

insurance & industry leading editorials on a range of luxury cars.

experience a unique new car buying service

We lived with the previous model 
soft-top for two years and its roof-
up refinement was never a strong 
point. But it still takes only 12 
seconds to drop and erect, while it 
has been designed to withstand rear 
collisions, thus reducing premiums 
with some insurance organisations.

The cabin changes are generally 
for the better. At last, a driver’s seat 
height adjuster has been fitted, the 
console has a new padded jalousie 
for a more upmarket feel, door 
nets and a far-more integrated 
cupholder design means that knees 
are no longer fouled, and an AUX-
out slot has been fitted beside the 
power socket.

Compared with the old car, we 
found the grey metallic-look dash 
trim clashed with the shinier metallic 
finishes elsewhere, and we preferred 
the classier (if more scratch-prone) 
piano-black finish.

While we’re at it, the more 
corporate nose treatment is less 
appealing to our eyes, as is the 

fussier tail-light treatment.
But these are all superficial, even 

inconsequential, details. Not for a 
single moment would any of these 
sway the buying decision away 
from the MX-5, especially when the 
engine upgrade has resulted in such 
sparkling and usable performance. 

The MG TF is gone. So has the 
Toyota MR2 Spyder. The Alfa 
Romeo Spider is based on a front-
wheel-drive sedan, the rear-driven 
BMW Z4 and Mercedes-Benz SLK 
are too expensive (and also sedan-
based), and that is that.

To match the fun and talents of 
the MX-5, your next stop has to 
be the Porsche Boxster, and that 
costs a cool $70,000 more. So, for 
this Mazda at least, keen drivers 
the world over should be eternally 
grateful ...

There are some things that – 
when considered as a whole – are 
definitely beyond criticism, and the 
charming little roadster from Japan 
is one.




