




















on the previous 7 Series and replaced it with
a conventional one next to the iDrive in the
centre console.

Although the previous high-mounted lever was
actually good to use once you became used to
it, there is something reassuring about stepping
into the new model and having your hand fall
comfortably on to a regular gearshift.
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Getting comfortable in the 7 Series is no
challenge and it remains a pleasant environment
over a long trip.

However, we cannot understand why the
seatbelts are not height-adjustable in such a
vehicle, which caused some mild discomfort, and
remain unconvinced about the semi-concealed
interior doorhandles, which will always defy

first-time drivers and unfamiliar passengers.

Of course, many occupants will spend more
time in the rear seat than the front and, while
the space back there is not as cavernous as a
Statesman, even in the long-wheelbase model, it
should be comfortable enough for most people.

However, you have to get the L models or hit
the options list to get all the creature comforts

a celebrity or limo passenger would demand in
the back seat, such as electric seat adjustment,
massage function, seat heating, sunblinds,
individual climate control (which takes away
a big section of the boot) and whiz-bang
entertainment systems.

Victoria’s bushfires caused a late change to
the media preview test route, but it still revealed
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the new 7 Series to be a consummate cruiser
able to effortlessly swallow long distances,
betrayed only by a jarring reaction to sharp-
edged potholes and road irregularities due,
we suspect, to the run-flat tyres rather than
the suspension itself.

On the plus side, the run-flat did save us
from having to stop for a replacement after
we collected a nail, enabling us to cover more
than 100km at highway speeds without the car
behaving much different from normal. Had it
not been for the on-screen alert, we may not
have even noticed the puncture.

Switch the electronic suspension from
Comfort mode (past Normal and Sport) to
Sport+andthebig 7 Series changes personality
completely, becoming an 1800-plus kilogram
GT with sharp sportscar-weighted steering,
taut suspension with minimal bodyroll and
rapid-response throttle control that allows the

| twin-turbo engine to roar and snap through
| the gears.

And what an engine the 300kW/600Nm
twin-turbo V8 is, delivering enormous
performance when needed or purring
quietly around town without fuss, all the
while returning comparatively strong fuel

consumption and emission figures. Who
needs a V12?

This engine appeared for the first time only
recently in the X6, but it is set-up to run much
more quietly in the big saloon than in the
sporty SUV.

Although we spent less time with the
240kW/450Nm twin-turbo straight-six, it felt
like a more than capable replacement for the
previous ‘atmo’ V8, trading the reassuringly
smooth bent-eight rumble for better
performance, economy and emissions.

With no night driving, we did not get to
experience the trick active headlights or the
optional night vision system, but we did
play around with the optional active cruise
control with stop-go function and lane-
change warning system, both of which work
impressively well and are beneficial.

In short, the new 7 Series is a great place
to be, with incredible dynamics and comfort
features. And, given that the styling could at
bestbe described as conservative, it’s probably
best to be on the inside looking out.

For those who can afford such luxury is
these troubled times, BMW’s latest flagship
makes more sense than ever before. =%
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