























versus a V8 — yet boost the power
using turbocharging to deliver
similar power and torque of that
larger engine.

“It’s all part of Ford’s strategy
to bring adaptable powertrain
technology to all kinds of vehicles
and all kinds of lifestyles. This
technology is affordable and
applicable to all gasoline engines.”

The 3.5-litre EcoBoost V6 has
two small parallel turbochargers —
which are watercooled and operate
simultaneously — a direct-injection
fuel system and an intercooler
to cool the air going into the
combustion chambers.

A high-pressure fuel pump
operates up to 2175psi — more than
35 times the norm in a conventional
V6 —and is cam-driven with a single
piston and an electronic valve that
controls how much fuel is routed
into the fuel rails to the injectors.

EcoBoost design manager Brett
Hinds said six individual jets spray
fuel directly into the combustion
chamber on each stroke, mixing with
the incoming air, and bringing the
fuel injector right into the combustion
chamber meant there was no delay
from injection to combustion.

The Taurus SHO drives all four
wheels through a 6F55 SelectShift

~  six-speed automatic transmission
| withsteeringwheel paddles while the

suspension and steering have been
tuned to provide “discriminating
drivers with precise control,
confident handling, communicative
feedback and a compliant ride”.
Buyers wanting an even more
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performance-oriented set-up can
order an SHO Performance Package
consisting of upgraded brake pads,
recalibrated power steering, a Sport
mode for the electronic stability
control, a shorter 3.16:1 (against the
standard 2.77:1) final drive ratio for
faster acceleration and ‘“‘summer-
compound” 20-inch Goodyear Eagle
F1 performance tyres on “premium
painted wheels”.

Ford’s president of the Americas,
Mark Fields, described the car as a
“sleeper” in the performance car field.

“The new Taurus SHO delivers on
the authentic sleeper sedan formula
but adds all-new luxury appointments,
convenience features and technologies
to an unsurpassed balance of power

~ | and fuel economy,” said Mr Fields.

“This new sport derivative answers
enthusiasts’ calls for a premium

- Ford flagship sedan with even more

attitude.”
Described by the design team as
“a stealth high-performance car”, the

.o new SHO is identified externally by

a rear spoiler and inside by leather-
trimmed seats with recycled suede
inserts, a perforated leather-wrapped
steering wheel, aluminium accelerator
and brake pedals, console, instrument
and door panels with SHO-specific
appliqués, and SHO branding on the
floor mats and the passenger side of
the instrument panel.

The original Taurus SHO was
introduced as a discrete performance-
oriented sports sedan in 1989 and
more than 100,000 were built in the
US before production ceased in 1999,
but loyal following of owners and
enthusiasts have remained active.

An online forum with more
than 10,000 registered users and a
website (www.bringbackthesho.com)
specifically devoted to convincing Ford
to resurrect the SHO helped convince
the company to revive the nameplate.

Ford said the product development
team for the new Canadian-built model
then spent significant time listening to
SHO enthusiasts before finalising the
car’s specifications. &%
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