Facial expression: Cerato is arguably the first
good-looking small car from the Korean car-maker.

is backed up by highly competitive
acrodynamic qualities (including a
0.29Cd drag coefficient) in a vehicle
that is 30mm longer at 4530mm, 40mm
wider at 1775mm (exceeding the class
norm) and 10mm lower at 1460mm
than the previous Cerato sedan.

Kia has also stretched the wheelbase
by 40mm to 2650mm, while the
front and rear track — at 1557mm and
1564mm respectively — are wider for
improved stance and roadholding.

The front-wheel drive platform uses a
MacPherson strut front suspension and
an evolution of the Hyundai-Kia MC
architecture in the rear, complete with a
space and weight-saving torsion beam
rear suspension instead of the previous
semi-independent multi-link rear end.

One of the benefits is a 61-litre
increase in boot space, which at 415
litres outshines the rival Honda Civic,
Toyota Corolla and Mazda3 sedans by
75, 30 and 89 litres respectively.

The engine is a revamped version of
Kia’s‘Theta’four-cylinderpetrolengine,
a 2.0-litre twin-cam 16-valve Euro IV-
compliant unit includes continuously

variable valve timing to help produce
115kW of power at 6200rpm and
194Nm of torque at 4300rpm (up from
105kW and 186Nm).

The five-speed manual version can
sprint to 100km/h from standstill in 9.3
seconds, 1.2 seconds faster than with
the new, lighter sequential-shift four-
speed automatic gearbox.

Fuel consumption is improved with
the new auto (7.9L/100km versus
8.2L/100km for the old model) but the
manual is worse (7.8L/100km versus
7.6L/100km).

The TD Cerato’s CO2 rating is 186g/
km (auto: 187g/km), elevating the
series to an Australian Government’s
Green Vehicle Guide figure of 4.5 stars
out of five.

No diesel engine is slated for now,
but Kia officials said they would love
to offer one.

Kia claims its engineers aimed at
matching the class leaders in the area of
NVH (noise, vibration and harshness)
and, while no crash test result is
available as yet, internal results indicate
“at least a four-star rating”. &%
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