Lutz of love: A beaming Bob Lutz,

GM’s product guru, arrives on stage

atthe Detroit show in the Converj.

thermally-managed T-shaped battery
pack under the floor. It is made up
of 220 lithium ion cells that store

enough energy to propel the Conver;j
for about 64km. When the battery
runs low, the electronic management
system switches to the range-
extending petrol engine.

GM provided few details of the range-
extending engine in Detroit, other than
pointing out it can run on up to 85 per
cent ethanol, but we understand it is
the same 1.0-litre four-cylinder petrol
used in the production Volt.

The Converj battery back can be
recharged in eight hours using a 120V
power outlet or in three hours using a
240V socket.

The electric motor is capable of
generating 120kW of power and
370Nm of torque for fast acceleration
and has a top speed of around
160km/h.

While it is much more aggressive-
looking than the Volt, the Converj has
been shaped with aerodynamics in

openings at the front to limit drag.

The traditional wing mirrors have been
replaced with tiny rearview cameras that
display footage on an interior screen.

A full underbody tray or belly pan,
and wheels that have been designed
to push air outwards, help with the
airflow.

The design of the Converj is similar
in theme to the longer Cadillac CTS
Coupe concept car. It sits on massive
21-inch alloy wheels at the front and
22-inch rims at the rear.

Cadillac has emphasised the
performance potential of the Converj
by fitting magnetic ride adjustable
suspension, a system usually reserved
for its sportiest models.

The Converj seats four people in a
2+2 arrangement.

The concept car uses cutting-edge
LED technology for its futuristic
instrument display, which can be
configured to the driver’s preference,
with a touch-screen for the satellite
navigation, climate control and audio
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