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There are 12 “highly attractive” exterior
paint colours, but the new Mini Cabrio’s
biggest party trick appears to be the
“absolutely unique” new optional Always-
Open Timer gauge, which resides next to
the tacho and shows occupants how long
they’ve driven with the roof down.

BMW says it is aimed at “motivating the
driver to really enjoy the thrill of open-air
motoring as frequently as possible”, but we
suspect it will be more useful in avoiding
sunburn.

Of course, the open-top Mini, which
was joined in March this year by the five-
door Clubman wagon, comes with the
same punchy new PSA Peugeot Citroen-
developed 1.6-litre four-cylinder Valvetronic
petrol engines that debuted in the new Mini
hatch last year, reducing fuel consumption
and C02 emissions by a claimed 19 per cent
over the engines they replace.

That means the entry-level Cooper Cabrio
delivers an identical 88kW at 6000rpm and
160Nm of torque at 4250rpm — resulting

! in claimed 0-100km/h acceleration in 9.8

seconds and a 198km/h top speed. Fuel
consumption is just 6.1L/100km and CO2

emissions are rated at 145g/km.

Powering the new Cooper S Cabrio is
the twin-scroll turbocharged and direct-
injected version of the same engine,
producing an identical 128kW at 5500rpm
and 240Nm between 1600rpm and 5000rpm
(260Nm in ‘overboost” mode) as in the
Cooper S hatch, providing vital statistics
of 7.2L/100km, 171g/km, a top speed of
222km/h and 0-100km/h acceleration of a
more respectable 7.4 seconds.

As it did in the R56 Cooper S hardtop,
the turbo four replaces the 125kW/220Nm
supercharged four in the outgoing R50
Cooper S Cabrio, but the drop-top’s six-
speed manual and automatic transmissions
carry over.

Expect go-faster John Cooper Works
versions to up the Mini Cabrio ante further,
to the same 155kW and 260Nm outputs as
the recently-released JCW hatch, while the
80kW/240Nm 1.6-litre turbo-diesel Mini D
is also due for Australian launch in 20009.

BMW?’s original R52-series Mini Cabrio
ceased production at the Oxford plant in
the UK in early August to make way for
the all-new model. 6—
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