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integrated sliding roof function, which folds 
back automatically in 15 seconds at speeds of 
up to 30km/h.

Thanks to a modest increase in overall 
body length, the newest topless Mini is more 
accommodating than before in most key 
dimensions, including its boot capacity with 
the roof open, which at just 125 litres is five 

litres bigger than before but still falls 80 litres 
short of BMW’s larger and more expensive 
(rear-drive) 1 Series Convertible.

Cargo room with the roof closed also 
increases by five litres to 170 litres, while 
luggage space with the rear seats folded down 
liberates 660 litres – 55 more than the current 
Mini Cabrio.

BMW says the new cabrio’s uniquely 
large through-loading aperture behind the 
pair of individually-folding rear seatbacks, 
ingeniously dubbed the Easy-Load Function, 
is made possible by the full-width single-
piece rollover bar that, when required, deploys 
upwards from behind the rear head restraints 
in 150 milliseconds. The new pop-up rollbar 

replaces the current cabrio’s unsightly twin 
fixed hoops.

Other new features include an optional 
automatic climate-control air-conditioning 
system with ‘cabrio mode’ and “seamless 
integration of external music players” via 
a USB port and Apple iPhone-compatible 
Bluetooth hands-free phone system.

Cab charged: Powering the new Cabrio is the 
same turbocharged engine as the hatch.
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luxury, at your fingertips....

We offer a FREE service displaying the most popular luxury makes & models  
through a select group of authorised prestige car dealers Australia wide.

Make an informed decision, with access to current pricing, optional extras, 
Government charges, technical specifications, detailed features, finance,  

insurance & industry leading editorials on a range of luxury cars.

experience a unique new car buying service

There are 12 “highly attractive” exterior 
paint colours, but the new Mini Cabrio’s 
biggest party trick appears to be the 
“absolutely unique” new optional Always-
Open Timer gauge, which resides next to 
the tacho and shows occupants how long 
they’ve driven with the roof down.

BMW says it is aimed at “motivating the 
driver to really enjoy the thrill of open-air 
motoring as frequently as possible”, but we 
suspect it will be more useful in avoiding 
sunburn.

Of course, the open-top Mini, which 
was joined in March this year by the five-
door Clubman wagon, comes with the 
same punchy new PSA Peugeot Citroen-
developed 1.6-litre four-cylinder Valvetronic 
petrol engines that debuted in the new Mini 
hatch last year, reducing fuel consumption 
and C02 emissions by a claimed 19 per cent 
over the engines they replace.

That means the entry-level Cooper Cabrio 
delivers an identical 88kW at 6000rpm and 
160Nm of torque at 4250rpm – resulting 
in claimed 0-100km/h acceleration in 9.8 
seconds and a 198km/h top speed. Fuel 
consumption is just 6.1L/100km and CO2 

emissions are rated at 145g/km.
Powering the new Cooper S Cabrio is 

the twin-scroll turbocharged and direct-
injected version of the same engine, 
producing an identical 128kW at 5500rpm 
and 240Nm between 1600rpm and 5000rpm 
(260Nm in ‘overboost’ mode) as in the 
Cooper S hatch, providing vital statistics 
of 7.2L/100km, 171g/km, a top speed of 
222km/h and 0-100km/h acceleration of a 
more respectable 7.4 seconds. 

As it did in the R56 Cooper S hardtop, 
the turbo four replaces the 125kW/220Nm 
supercharged four in the outgoing R50 
Cooper S Cabrio, but the drop-top’s six-
speed manual and automatic transmissions 
carry over.

Expect go-faster John Cooper Works 
versions to up the Mini Cabrio ante further, 
to the same 155kW and 260Nm outputs as 
the recently-released JCW hatch, while the 
80kW/240Nm 1.6-litre turbo-diesel Mini D 
is also due for Australian launch in 2009.

BMW’s original R52-series Mini Cabrio 
ceased production at the Oxford plant in 
the UK in early August to make way for 
the all-new model.




